
 DIRECTORY OF YOUTH RESOURCES  

 
The D IRECTORY OF YOUTH RESOURCES 2009  prepared by the DC Public Defender 

Service  (PDS) is the collective work of the agencyõs Offender Rehabilitation Division 

(ORD) and the Civil Legal Services Division (CLS) with the assista nce of the Juvenile 

Services Program  (JSP) . The directory is also available in pdf  format on the PDS 

website at:  www.pdsdc.org/offenderRehabilitationDivision   This directory will be  

updat ed quarterly via website  in Feb, May, Aug ust  and November .  Complete editions 

are published biennially.    

 

The Offender Rehabilitation Division  offers holistic representation and a range of 

extra - legal servic es for poor people represented by appointed counsel in delinquency 

and criminal cases in DC.  ORD  is composed of Master  level licensed social workers and 

professional counselors who,  through client - centered advocacy, perform client 

assessments,  devise individualized treatment plans and help clients access appropriate 

treatment or remedial resources.   

 

The Civil Legal Services Division  provides wrap - around services to address issues facing 

children in the delinquency system. CLS  also provides legal representation for adult 

clients facing civil matters arising out their criminal charges.  

 

The Juvenile Services Pro gram provides  on- site legal representation (if  requested)  and 

advocacy to youth detained at New Beginnings Youth Development Center ,  Youth 

Services Center (YSC)  or shelter/group home s in matters involving: administrative 

disciplinary hearings; administrative appeals; aftercare revocations ; multi - disci plinary 

hearings ; complaints against staff  and/or conditions of confine ment . JSP also helps 

f acilitate youthõs access to counsel, family and other professional s who have an 

interest in the youthõs wellbeing.   

 

The information provided in this directory is  intended to furnish the user with only a 

general knowledge of the services available to low - income persons residing in the 

Washington Metropolitan area. Diligent efforts were made to provide current and 

accurate information about the respective programs . I nclusion of a program identified 

in this directory should not be interpreted as an endorsement of the program by the 

Public Defender Service.  

 

The directory includes òTen Principles For Providing Effective  Defense Advocacy At 

Juvenile Detention Hearingsó Spring  2008 report prepared by the National Juvenile 

Defender Center (NJDC)  www.njdc.info  for the Annie E. Casey  Foundationõs Juvenile 

Detention Alternatives Initiative.  

  

The poetry and artwork throughout this direc tory is the shared work of members of 

the Free Minds Book Club and Writing Workshop , Life Pieces To Masterpieces, Maya 

Angelou Public Charter School  and The Art Institute of Washington .    
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FOREWARD 
By Professor Kristi n Henning 

 
Nelson Mandela said it best when he stated, òThere can be no keener 

revelation of a societyõs soul than the way in which it treats its children.ó  Youth in 

the District of Columbia face challenges that many of us could never have conceived 

in our own childhood. Today, too many youth live with basic unmet needs, are 

educated in schools with limited resources, are raised by one or more parents with 

limited employment opportunities or reside in neighborhoods isolated by 

discrimination and riddled wi th violence.  It is our responsibility to respond to these 

youth with compassion, understanding and meaningful assistance when we find them 

in conflict with the law or acting out in the school or community.  

 

Access to appropriate resources is essential to the positive development and 

successful rehabilitation of youth and families involved in or at risk of involvement 

in the juvenile justice system.  Fortunately, this Youth Resource Directory has 

become an invaluable tool in helping us secure these resource s in our city.   I was 

elated when this Directory was first created in 2000  and I am even more pleased 

with how the Directory has evolved and improved over the years.  This manual not 

only provides a list of resources with program descriptions and updated contact 

information, but now also outlines the flow of the juvenile justice system and 

explains how to navigate complex bureaucracies such as the Department of Mental 

Health and the Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services. Even more important, 

the manual is as equally accessible to the youth and families who will benefit from 

the services as it is to the lawyers, judges and juvenile justice professionals who 

will refer youth to these services.  

 

We owe a debt of gratitude to the Public Defender Service f or devoting the 

time and money to routinely update this guide. The District of Columbia is 

fortunate to have this Directory.  Few jurisdictions have taken time to compile any 

centralized list of youth resources and even fewer have developed a resource 

dire ctory as well -organized and as comprehensive.       

 

While we will always need more resources, the District of Columbia is 

privileged to have a continuum of government and community -based agencies and 

programs committed to improving outcomes for youth.  It  is up to the rest of us to 

know them, access them for the youth we serve and hold them all accountable to 

provide the services they promise.  It is up to us to capitalize on the resilience and 

tremendous potential of youth in D.C.  This Youth Resource Dir ectory sets us out on 

the right path.  
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Telephone List  

(Frequently called)  

 
APRA 

   Youth Intake  ........................ 645 -0344  

Attorney General (DC)  

   Juvenile  ................................. 727 -5523  

   Neglect  ................................... 727 -3219 

CCAN .......................................... 879 -1406 

CCCC (4-Cõs) 

   Main........................................ 789 -0867  

   Douglas Street House  ........ 397 -3700  

   Lee Street House  ............... 397 -8866  

   V Street, NW  (Girls)  .......... 588 -1432 

CFSA  ......................................... 671-7233  

Childrenõs Hospital 

   Main........................................ 476 -5000  

   Child Protection  .................... 476 -4100 

   Psychiatric Appt  .................. 476 -5544  

Cheltenham Youth Facility  ......................  

 ...........................................(301)396 -5000  

Childrenõs Law Center ............ 467 -4900  

CJCJ .......................................... 476 -7270  

Court Social Services (Main) 508 -1800 

  Child Guidance........................ 508 -1816 

  Delinquency Prevention (Electronic  

  Monitoring)  ............................. 508 -1702 

  Diagnostic  ............................... 508 -1678 

  Drug Court  ............................. 879 -8358  

  Intake  @ Rm 4206 .............. 879 -4786  

  Intake (@ YSC)  .................... 576 -8437  

  Interstate Compact  .............. 508 -1774 

  (LOTS)  Leaders of Today in Sol idarity    

 ..................................................... 508 -1942 

  Northeast Unit  ...................... 508 -1709 

  Northwest Unit  .................... 328 -4402  

  Southeast Unit  ...................... 508 -8261 

  U-TURN   ............................... 328 -4425  

Covenant House (Main) ........... 610-9600  

   New York Ave NE  ................ 610-6514 

   Residential Services  ............ 610-9690  

CSOSA ...................................... 220 -5300  

 

 

 

DMH 

   Access Helpline  .................... 671-3070  

DuPont III  ............................... 397 -7820  

DYRS  (Main) .................. 240 -456 -5000  

Exodus House .......................... 654 -6493  

Family Matters of Greater Washington 

...................................................... 289 -1510 

Fihankra House  ........................ 610-3350  

First Home Care  ..................... 737 -2554  

Foundations ............................. 654 -0883  

Georgetown University Law Center  

    Juvenile Justice Clinic ...... 662 -9590 

Harambee  (Shelter)  ............. 889 -9774  

Health Right  ............................. 218-0373  

Health Services For  

   Children w/Special Needs  467 -2737  

Hillcrest Childrenõs Cntr ........ 232 -6100 

Kennedy (Shelter)  ................... 332 -1663 

Latin  American  Youth Center  319-2225  

Maya Angelou School 

    Evans .................................... 379-4335  

    9 t h Street, NW  .................. 939 -9080  

    New Beginnings .................. 299 -3227  

Medicaid  ................................... 442 -5988  

New Beginnings  

   Maya Angelou School ......... 299 -3227  

   Main ....................................... 299 -3200 

   JSP (PDS) .............................. 299 -3132 

   Medical  ................................... 299 -3190 

   New Beginnings (Resident Units)  

   Unity  ...................................... 299 -3248  

   Evolution  ............................... 299 -3253  

   Ref lection  ............................. 299 -3249  

   New Horizons  ....................... 299 -3261 

   Imani  ..................................... 299 -3224  

   Genesis .................................. 299 -3247  

Pretrial Testing ( Rm C-210) . 585 -7050  

Prince Georgeõs County MD 

    Department Juvenile Services  

     ..................................... (301) 952 -2580  

     ..................................... (301) 952 -6000  

   Juvenile Liaison  ......... (301) 952 -4337  
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   PG Co. Public Defender (301) 952 -2100 

Psychiatric Institute (PIW)  . 885 -5600  

Public Defender Service (DC)  

    Main Number  ....................... 628 -1200 

    New Beginnings .................... 299 -3132 

    YSC ....................................... 576 -8368  

Residential Care, Inc  ............. 546 -4900  

Sasha Bruce ............................. 546 -4900  

   Reach ..................................... 675 -9222  

SMYAL ...................................... 548 -5940 

St. Annõs Infant Home .. 301-559 -5500  

Superior Court ( DC) 

    Main ....................................... 879 -1000 

    Juvenile Clerkõs Ofc ........... 879 -1558 

    Juvenile Records  ................. 879 -1316 

    Social Services Div  ............. 508 -1800 

Triangle ( Shelter)  .................. 328 -9664  

Youth Service Center (YSC)   576 -5176 

    Lobby ééééééééééééé 576 -5178 

   Transportation éééééé.   576 -5178      
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         Arrest  
 Interrogation Youth Division (felony)  

 Transfer custody to Court Social Services  (CSS) 

Court Social Services   
 Risk Assessment Instrument 

completed  

 Release with summons for court  

 Held pending initial hearing  

     Initial Hearing  (Courtroom JM -15) 

 Attorney appointed  
 Placement determination pend ing trial  

 Probable cause hearing held if detained  

       Status Hearing  
 Review Release Options 

 Discovery issues  

 Plea offer  

Release to parents  

MPD diversion  

 

No papered  

Pre-petition 

Diversion  

 

        Adjudicatory Hearing  
        Fact Finding Hearing   

              (Trial or Plea)  

 

     Disposition  
     Motion to Dismiss  

     Juvenile Rule 48(b)  

 

Guilty Plea 

Probation  

Commitment to 

Department of 

Rehabilitative 

Services (D YRS) 

2 

1 

3 

4 

5 

Youthõs Movement Through the Juvenile System 
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Ten Principles for Providing Effective Defense  

Advocacy at Juvenile Detention Hearings 

Prepared by NJDC for the Annie E. Casey Foundationôs  

Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative 

 

Preamble 

A. Goal of These Principles 

 
These principles are developed as a resource to help defenders and other juvenile court professionals understand the 

elements of effective detention advocacy on behalf of indigent juvenile clients.1 Defenders can be at a distinct 

disadvantage at the detention determination, whether it is at the beginning of the case, when indigent defense counsel 

often has the least information about the child and the charge compared to every other person in the courtroom,2 or 

at the end of the case, when the child is post-disposition, and an unspoken but unmistakable presumption to detain 

creeps into the case discourse.3 Juvenile indigent defense counsel have a duty òto explore promptly the least 

restrictive form of release, the alternatives to detention, and the opportunities for detention review, at every stage of 

the proceedings where such an inquiry would be relevant.ó4 Therefore, it is critically important for juvenile defenders 

to be as well-prepared as possible when they walk into detention hearings, where counselõs often seemingly 

impossible goal is to present a history of the client leading up to the present day, along with an individualized release 

plan that is responsive to the clientõs expressed interests5 and that bears in mind the needs of the court.  

 

In fall 2004, the National Juvenile Defender Center, with support from the Annie E. Casey Foundation, published Legal 

Strategies to Reduce the Unnecessary Detention of Children, an advocacy and training guide aimed at ensuring that juvenile 

defenders provide zealous and comprehensive legal advocacy at detention and related hearings. These Principles build 

on that work. The National Juvenile Defender Center works to ensure excellence in juvenile defense and promote 

justice for all children. 

  

 

B. Detention advocacy is crucial to every aspect of the case, including the development 

of the attorney/client relationship. 
 
There are several reasons defenders must advocate aggressively at detention hearings. First, the detention decision is 

critical to the clientõs ability to prepare for trial. A detained client cannot assist as well in preparing for trial, and does 

not make as good an impression on the court, as a client who has been released. In addition, detention halls are often 

crowded, dangerous, and unhygienic.7  

 

Studies show that time spent in detention increases the likelihood that a child will recidivate, in part because the child 

is likely to make negative peer connections, and because positive, community-based relationships (in particular, with 

the childõs family) are interrupted. In fact, detention, as a predictor of future criminality, is more reliable than gang 

affiliation, weapons possession, or family dysfunction. Indeed, detention is a demonstrated gateway into the juvenile 

delinquency system. 

 

Defenders must advocate aggressively for release in service to the attorney-client relationship. In many detention 

hearings, the defenderõs relationship with the client is new. There is no better way to realize the attorney/client 

relationship than by taking the time to understand and fight for the clientõs expressed legitimate interest. 
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C. Indigent defense delivery systems must pay particular attention to the 

disproportionate detention of the most vulnerable and over-represented groups of 

children in the delinquency system. 
 
Nationally, children of color are severely over-represented at every stage of the juvenile justice process, and the 

detention stage is no exception.1As of the fall of 2005, over two-thirds of the youth in detention are children of 

color, largely African-American and Latino youth.1Not only are children from ethnic and racial minority groups 

disproportionately confined at detention hearings, but they suffer the effects of detention more acutely than other 

children.13  

  

TEN PRINCIPLES  

 
1.  At the detention hearing, as at all other stages of a case, defenders fulfill their 
     ethical obligation to advocate for the expressed interests of each client. 

 

A. The IJA/ABA Juvenile Justice Standards are clear that defenders have an ethical obligation to 

zealously advocate for the expressed interests of each juvenile client, even when the clientôs 

expressed legitimate interest conflicts with the defenderôs sound legal advice or with the defenderôs 

own personal judgment about what might be in the clientôs best interests.14 These standards apply 

regardless of the clientôs age, education level, and perceived or measured intelligence level, so long 

as the client is ñcapable of considered judgment on his or her own behalf.ò15 
 

B. In every case where there is conflict between a juvenile client accused of an offense and his or her 

parents, and, in particular, in cases where there is a possible conflict of interest between the client 

and his or her parents, as in cases in which either the parent or one of the clientôs siblings is a 

complainant, counsel should inform all parties involved that counsel represents the expressed 

legitimate interests of the client, and that, in the event of a disagreement between the client and his 

parents, counsel must advocate for the clientôs expressed interests alone.16 

 

 

2.  Defenders consult with the client as early as possible, and in all cases prior to 
     the detention hearing. 

 

A. As far in advance as possible before the detention hearing, defense counsel should consult with the 

client to find out the clientôs expressed interests regarding detention and detention alternatives, 

including placement with family members or in a community-based program, as well as any 

specific reasons that mitigate against detention of the client, including age, special needs, special 

strengths and talents, health concerns, and mental health issues. 

 

B. The initial meeting with the client should also include discussion of: attorney-client confidentiality; 

the attorneyôs ethical duty to zealously advocate for the childôs expressed interests; the clientôs right 

to remain silent; and the clientôs objectives for the case. Consultation with the client also includes 

explaining the roles of each of the courtroom players, the purpose of each part of the initial hearing, 

and preparing the child for the accusatory character of the hearing. If the child is detained counsel 

should inquire whether there is any evidence that the child has been harassed or mistreated by 

either staff or other inmates. 
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C. Although defenders cannot give the clientôs parent or guardian legal advice, as part of their ethical 

duty to zealously represent their juvenile clients, defenders should be sure to prepare the clientôs 

parent or guardian for the interview with the intake probation officer.17 Defenders should relate to 

the parent the purpose of the interview, warn the parent that everything the parent says will likely 

be recited in open court, inform the parent that the judge might solicit the parentôs opinion about 

the clientôs behavior and appropriate placement options in open court, and tell the parent the 

importance of supporting release when speaking with the probation officer. Defenders should also 

cover the specific areas likely to be discussed at the hearing, including school attendance, 

extracurricular activities and hobbies, parental control, dangerousness, and risk of flight. 

 

3.  Defense counsel prepares for the hearing with creative and thorough 
     investigation. 

 

                 A.   Defense counsel should conduct a complete investigation of the clientôs history in preparation for  

the detention hearing. Counsel should make every effort to obtain the clientôs school and medical 

records, and talk with the clientôs parent or guardian, teachers, and any other adults to whom the 

client is close. The social history from the client should cover information about the clientôs 

strengths and skills, and the clientôs prior involvement in the system, as well as the clientôs special 

health needs, mental health needs, and family history. 

 

B. Defense counsel should also investigate the allegations against the client for the probable cause 

hearing. Counsel should request from the government, receive and review any existing prior 

delinquency, truancy, and dependency record, as well as the police reports in the case. Counsel 

should also talk with the client about potential exculpatory information that might be useful at the 

probable cause hearing.  

  

C. Defense counsel should advocate with the probation officer and the prosecutor before the hearing. 

Counsel should request from the probation officer, receive and review any risk assessment 

instrument (RAI) the probation officer intends to rely on in the detention hearing. Talking with the 

probation officer before the hearing also gives counsel an opportunity to negotiate on the clientôs 

behalf. 

 

 

4. Defenders use all available arguments and information to oppose a finding of 
      probable cause. 

 

 

A. The probable cause standard, which is a very low evidentiary standard, is defined as 1) whether 

there is probable cause to believe that a crime was committed and 2) whether there is probable 

cause to believe that the child was involved.18  

 

B. Where the state statute does not specify the burden or the standard of proof required, counsel 

should argue, pursuant to IJA/ABA standards, that the government bears the burden to prove 

probable cause by clear and convincing evidence.19 
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C. In jurisdictions where probable cause is determined in an evidentiary hearing, counsel should 

carefully consider whether to waive a probable cause hearing. Even if there is no chance of winning 

the hearing, counsel can use the hearing as an opportunity for discovery, and for sworn statements 

to use at trial. 

 

D. Counsel should always make a probable cause argument. In most cases, an argument can be made 

concerning a deficient attestation, a lack of evidence concerning one or more of the elements of the 

charged offense, or an insufficient nexus between your client and the offense.  

 

E. Particularly if the client is detained, where counsel receives exculpatory information after the 

probable cause hearing, counsel should immediately file a motion to reopen the hearing.  

 

 

5. Defenders argue for judges to abide by statutory criteria for ordering 
      detention, such as risk of flight and dangerousness. 
 

  

A. Defenders should go into detention hearings knowing the purpose clause of the stateôs juvenile 

justice act, the detention statute, and, specifically, the statutory criteria necessary to imposing 

detention. Defenders should make an abbreviated and portable reference packet that includes the 

statute and court rules, the statuteôs legislative history, and synopses of recent and relevant case 

law.  

  

B. Defenders should argue from the position that detention is the last resort. Most statutes, as they are 

constructed, support this position, and typically, judges have a great deal of discretion. The 

discretion lies in the determination of two specific factors: a clientôs potential dangerousness to the 

community and risk of flight.20 In addition, most jurisdictions have statutory language stating that 

juveniles should be held in the least restrictive conditions necessary to ensure the safety of the 

community and the return of the juvenile to court. 

 

6. In consultation with the client, defenders investigate and argue for 
     alternatives to detention. 
 

 

A. An alternative to detention is whatever creative plan a defender and community partners can devise 

that is responsive to the needs of the client and addresses the concerns of the court. To craft 

individualized detention plans using community-based resources, defenders must become familiar 

with the available detention alternatives. Defenders should compile a list of each community-based 

program, with contact names and phone numbers, addresses, target populations, and develop a plan 

to keep the list updated.  

 

B. Defenders should visit community programs and aim to develop relationships with staff members. 

 

C. Defenders should challenge any decision to detain based on a lack of community resources. The 

failure of the community to provide suitable, evidence-based programs responsive to the clientôs 

needs does not mean that the client should be detained. 
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7. Defenders are aware of current research on the harmful effects of detention 
      and, when appropriate, use this research to argue against detention.  
 

 

A. Defenders must be familiar with their local detention facilities to be able to argue convincingly 

concerning the harmful effects of detention. To that end, defenders should arrange tours of their 

local secure and non-secure detention facilities. They should request copies of each facilityôs 

standard operating procedures, and rules regarding how staff should treat residents. They should 

file Freedom of Information Act requests about criminal allegations, staff training guides, discipline 

guidelines, and statistics on the use of discipline. Finally, juvenile defenders should talk with their 

clients about their experiences with different staff members at different facilities. 

 

B. Defenders should be aware of and argue the detention facilitiesô deficiencies, if they exist, 

including the limited or nonexistent access to special education, mental health treatment, and 

adequate medical care, increased chances of recidivism, and consequences of overcrowding and 

harsh treatment.21 

 

C. Defenders should also be aware of and argue the advantages of staying on release, including 

continued involvement in family, school, and positive peer relationships.22  

 

8.  Defenders request that the judge make written findings and an order 
     regarding detention. 

 

A. Counsel should ensure that, in as timely a manner as possible, counsel receives a clear, concise 

written order documenting the courtôs findings with respect to the need for detention of the client. 

If counsel believes any conditions are excessively punitive or unnecessary, counsel should state that 

position on the record. If the order is ambiguous, counsel should seek clarification. 

  

B. Defenders should work to ensure that detention orders specify any special conditions or needs of 

the client.  

 

C. Both defense counsel and the client should receive copies of the order in a timely manner, and 

counsel should review the order with the client as soon as is practicable.  

  

D. Defense counsel should advocate for juvenile detention hearings to be recorded and transcribed.23 

  

9.  Defenders ensure that each client who is released understands the conditions 
     of his or her release and is prepared to fulfill these conditions. 
 

 

A. Counsel should adequately explain the conditions of release to the client, and provide the client 

with the name and telephone number of the court worker assigned to monitor the clientôs case. 

Counsel should also contact the worker, provide counselôs name, address, and phone number, and 

let the worker know that the worker should consider counsel another resource as the clientôs case 

progresses. 
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B. If a client is released, counsel should ensure that the clientôs need for safety is met and that 

agencies are held responsible for the provision of any needed services. 

 

10.  Defenders appeal detention decisions immediately, if warranted and in 
       consultation with the client. 
 

A. If the client is detained, defense counsel should create and seek out opportunities to win release. In 

particular, defense counsel should file motions to reconsider, review or modify the detention 

decision based on evidence showing, inter alia: that time in detention has changed the 

circumstances of the case such that the child can be released into the community; that new evidence 

discovered after the probable cause hearing casts doubt on the correctness of the probable cause 

determination; or that defense counsel has, since the detention decision, been able to create a 

release plan that addresses the specific reasons the court cited in support of detention. 

B. If the client is detained, defense counsel should immediately inform the client of his or her right to 

appeal, the timeline of an appeal, the likely outcome, and the affect than an appeal of the detention 

decision might have on the clientôs case. 

C. If the client is detained, and counsel has exhausted the standard procedures available to obtain the 

clientôs release, defense counsel also considers filing a writ of habeas corpus, mandamus, or 

prohibition. 

D. If counsel is not prepared to handle the clientôs appeal, counsel should transfer the case to another 

attorney who is. 

 

ENDNOTES 
 

1 For the purposes of these Principles, detention means confinement in a secure detention facility during the interim 

period between arrest and adjudication. 

2 Elizabeth Calvin, Legal Strategies to Reduce the Unnecessary Detention of Children 4 (2004), available on the web at 

http://www.njdc.info/pdf/detention_guide.pdf. 

3 See generally, Maine: An Assessment of Access to Counsel and Quality of Representation in Juvenile Delinquency Proceedings 
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20 Elizabeth Calvin, Legal Strategies to Reduce the Unnecessary Detention of Children 17-20 (2004) (listing potential 

detention hearing arguments concerning dangerousness and risk of flight). 

21 Id. at 21. 

22 Id. at 22. 

23 IJA/ABA, Juvenile Justice Standards, Standards Relating to Appeals and Collateral Review, recognizes the importance of 
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Tear Drop  
Life P ieces To Masterpieces  
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Confidentiality and Collateral Consequences of Juvenile Involvement  

 

A youthõs juvenile court record does not  automatically seal when s/he turns 

18 or when s/he completes a period of probation or a commitment ordered 

by a Family Court Judge.  DC law provides for juvenile records to be sealed 

two years after the term of probation or commitment ends provided the  

youth remained arrest free.  The sealing in not automatic ; application must 

be made to the Family Court Clerk.  Once the record is sealed information 

about the case will only be available to law enforcement, court and military 

entities.  

 

The Districtõs juvenile code prescribes rehabilitation and confidentiality in 

delinquency matters.  The intent is to protect the youth from the stigma and 

consequences of youthful transgressions.  However, the collateral effects of 

a juvenile adjudication often extend bey ond the privacy intent of the code.   

 

There are numerous circumstances when a youthõs involvement with the 

juvenile justice system will have a negative impact on the youth and on the 

familyõs ability to access services.  Below are just a few ways a juvenileõs 

adjudication and/or arrest record can create a negative impact on his/her 

future:  

 

1. Subsequent judicial matters:  Prior juvenile adjudications will be 

considered when calculating adult sentencing guidelines.  

2. School records:  Committed youth who attend ed school at New 

Beginnings (Oak Hill), Youth Services Center or a court ordered 

placement at a residential treatment center present a red flag to 

reviewers that the youth has been involved in the juvenile justice 

system.  School officials have been known to write notes in the 

studentõs file about special conditions imposed by the Court.  If the 

youth pursues higher education (college) the submission of school 

record is a requirement.   

3. College Admission, Financial Aid and Scholarship Applications:  

College and trade school admission and financial aid applications 

typically ask whether the applicant has ever been òconvicted ó of a 

misdemeanor or felony. Some applications specifically instruct the 

applicant not to include convictions that occurred prior to the ir 18th  

birthday (unless charged as an adult.)  Federal a id recipients 
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convicted of possessing or selling drugs while receiving federal aid will 

lose their eligibility and must re -qualify.  Students who intend  to seek 

careers that require special licenses, i.e. Bar, Medical, Accounting, 

Social Work, Information Technology (IT) may be asked by the 

professional school to self -disclose òalló prior encounters with the law.      

4. Fingerprints: Arrested youth are fingerprinted at the MPD Juvenile 

Processing Center.   Even if the juvenile record is eventually sealed the 

fingerprints remain on file in a national law enforcement database.  

5. Housing: Location of arrest and/or adjudications for certain drug 

offenses can revoke or prohibit the familyõs opportunity to receive 

public housing benefits.  

6. Employment: Employers with an ethnical or security interest (military, 

day care centers, schools, summer camps) may require the youthõs 

consent to his/her juvenile record reviewed.    

7. Immigration: Juvenile involvement can jeopard ize oneõs immigration 

status.    
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I . Arrest  

 
Youth arrested in the District of Columbia are initially interviewed by a MPD 

Youth Services O fficer.  If the arresting charge is a felony or a serious 

misdemeanor the youth is interviewed  at the MPD Youth Div ision, 1700 

Rhode Island Avenue, NE.  Misdemeanor arrestees are transported directly 

to the MPD Juvenile Processing Center located within the Youth Services 

Center (YSC) , 1000 Mt. Olivet Road, NE.  MPD Juvenile Processin g Center  

books, conducts record checks , fingerprints , photographs and conducts 

medical screenings on all youth arrested for a delinquent act in the District 

of Columbia.   

 

After the youth is processed by MPD, s/he is  interviewe d by a DC Court 

Social Services  Probation Officer.  The Probation Officer assesses the 

youthõs need for further social services and recommends a least-restrictive 

placement for the youth pending the next scheduled court appearance. 1  

 

Juvenile i nitial hearings are held in courtroom JM -15, DC Superior Court  

(H. Carl Moultrie , I. Courthouse).  The initial hearing is a mechanism to 

notify the youth and family of the charges and to determine the level of 

detention pending the next court hearing. 2   If the case is retained by the 

Court, the judge will choose among three levels of supervision: release to the 

community with parental/guardian or 3 rd  party supervision; shelter home  

placement; or secure detention.  The youth will be supervised by a court 

approved supervision agent until the case is closed, expires or is terminated 

through an administrative procedure.   

 

A Chart outlining the òYouthõs Movement Through the Juvenile Systemó is 

provided and elucidated  in the following pages.  Please keep in min d that the 

proceedings pointed out as the youth moves through the system are based 

on general practices and procedures.  In some special circumstances, the 

youthõs movement through the juvenile justice system will exclude or include 

steps identified on the  chart.       

 

                                         
1
 Youth deemed less of a risk to return to court can be released from detention by the probation office with 

a summons to appear in court on the next date the court is open.  
2
 There must be a finding of probable cause before the youth can be detained.  
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Youthõs Movement Through the Juvenile System  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Court Social Services  

(CSS) 

Youth Services Cente r  

1000 Mt. Olivet Rd ,  NE 

(202) 576 - 8437  

 

Arrest  

MPD Youth Division  

1700 Rhode Island Ave ,  NE 

(202) 576 - 6768  

Felony 

1 

 Misdemeanor 

MPD Processing Center  

Youth Services Center  

1000 Mt. Olivet Rd, NE  

(202) 576 - 9222  
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MPD Youth Division : (Felony Arrests)  1700 Rhode Island Ave, NE  20018 (202) 576 -7688   

a.) Interviewed  by MPD officer  (interview is videotaped 3); transported to Juvenile Processing 

Center (YSC) for processing.  

b.) Traffic:  Released with citation or held for arraignment in Traffic Court.  

c.) PINS; Missing Pers ons; Neglect; Sex Abuse: Child Abuse Interviewed by MPD special unit 

officer and  referred to Family Court.  

 

MPD Processing Center  @ YSC: (Misdemeanor Arrests)  1000 Mt. Olivet R d, NE  20019  

(202) 576 -9222 .  Record check, photographing, finger  printing, booking,  and medical screening.  

a.) First time misdemeanor arrestees are frequently  eligible for Diversion (Youth Court) 4.  If 

eligible, youth is released to parent or guardian with notice to appear for next Youth Court 

meet ing, held on Mondays and Wednesdays.  

b.) Release youth to parents with citation to app ear in JM -15 on next court date  

c.) Transport youth to CSS (at YSC) for further screening and assessment.   

    

Court Social Services (CSS) @ YSC , 1000 Mt. Olivet Road, NE   20019 (202) 576 -8437  

Hours: (Mon ð Fri) 3:30pm to 7am, Sat  3pm ð Mon 7am).   

Interviewed by CSS Probation Officer. Risk Assessment Instrument (RAI) scored .     
a.)  Release to Parent or Guardian with summons to appear in JM -15 on next court date . 

b.)  If youth is eligible for release but parent or guardian is unable or unwilling to pick -up the youth  

      f rom YSC the youth is transported to Sasha Bruce House (1022 Maryland Avenue, NE  

      (202) 546 -4900)  until the next cour t date.  

c.)  Hold at YSC until next court date . 

 

Juvenile Intake - DC Superior Court, 500 Indiana Ave , NW  Rm 4206, (202) 879 -4786  

Vonda Frayer , Supervisor    Hours: Mon ð Fri 8:15pm to 4:45pm   
Probation officer interview s parent /guard ian and others with  interest in youthõs well-being; 

administers  òRisk Assessment Instrument (RAI)ó recommends a level of release; recommends 

whether to petition or dismiss the new complaint; recommends òleast restrictiveó placement for 

youth pending next court appearance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         
3
 Youth must affirmatively waive right to access an attorney before the interview can  proceed.  If and when 

youth chooses to exercise his/her right to have an attorney present the interview must stop and youth is 

transported to Juvenile Proceeding Center at YSC.  
4
 At time of this directoryôs publication Youth Court full funding is uncertain and this diversion alternative 

may be limited.   
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II. Initial Hearing (Courtroom JM -15) (DC Superior Court , 500 Indiana Ave,  NW ) 

Defense attorney is assigned.  Government p rovides yo uth and parents with notice of 

charges;  pretrial placement option is determined by the Court.  Court can impose curfew, 

order mental health evaluation, drug testing and other services.  If Government seeks 

detention, probable cause must be established.  Youth assigned a Primary Probation 

Officer 5.  

 

Typical Release Options at Initial Hearing:  

 Community Release:  Youth resides at his/her home or with approved 3 rd  party.  

Activities monitored by probation officer throughout the pre -disposition period. 

CSS Electronic ( GPS) monitoring is an option.   

 Shelter Home :  Youth reside in community-based care residences. DYRS contract 

providers supervise and monitor youthõs activities.  Youth sleep and receive meals at 

the shelter residence,  attend school and receive othe r services  as ordered by the 

Court  in the community .  (See list of Shelter Facilities next page ) 

 Secure Detention : Youth detained at either Youth Services Center (YSC) or  (if 

youth is in committed status)  New Beginnings Youth Development Center .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         
5
  Primary Probation Officer assigned to supervise youth from placement  

in a pre-disposition alternative through completion of final probation disposition.  

 

 

Initial Hearing  

 

 
Courtroom  

JM - 15  

2 
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Intensive Third Party Monitoring  Contact Provider  

Sasha Bruce Youth Work  

745 8 th  Street, NE 20002  

(202) 675 -9365  

Fax (202) 675 -8430  

Carl Douglas, Program Director  

Step down from secure detention of shelter homes.  

Three lev els of intervention:  

1. 3 face -to -face daily contacts (1 st  week) 

2. 2 face -to -face daily contacts (2 nd week) 

3. 1 face-to -face daily contact (week 3 & 4)  

 
A. Shelter Home Facilities :   Court ordered p re -trial, pre -disposition or 

pending revocation of probation.  Ronald Staton, Residency Placement 

Specialist  (202) 576 -8413 
Shelter Home Facili ties  Age/Gender  Capacity  

Alternative Solutions For Youth   

519 Rock Creek Church Road, NW  20010  

(202) 829 -0863,  Fax (202) 879 -9702  

Emmitt  Irby , Director  

Males 

(13ð21) 

 

8 

Center City Community Corporation  (4- Cõs) 

82 V Street, NW    20002  

(202) 588 -1432, Fax (202) 588 -1433 

Annie Baker,  House Manager  

 

Females 

(13-21) 

 

 

6 

Center City Community Corporation  (4- Cõs) 

4106 Lee Street, NE  20019  

(202) 397 -8866 , Fax (202) 397 -8867  

Annie Baker, House Manager  

 

Males 

(16ð21) 

 

5 

Center City Community Corporation  ò4- Csó 

4432 Douglas Street, NE    20019  

(202) 397 -3700 , Fax (202) 397 -3701  

Annie Baker, House Manager  

 

Males 

(16ð21) 

 

6 

Dupont III   

4400 Eads Street, NE   20019  

(202) 397 -7820,  Fax (202) 397 -8203  

Gregory Roberson , Director  

 

Males 

(14-21) 

 

8 

Harambee House  

1438 Morris Road, SE    20020  

(202) 889 -9774,  Fax (202) 610 -1890 

Cynthia Munson, Director  

 

Males 

(10-13) 

 

 

5 

Kennedy 

1308 Girard Street, NW    20009  

(202) 332 -1663,  Fax (202) 234 -3821 

Vanessa R. Watson,  Director  

 

Males 

(14-21) 

 

12 

Sasha Bruce House - Reach 

716 I Street, SE   20001  

(202) 675 -9222, Fax (202) 546 -1849 

Stephen Smith , Director  

 

Males 

(13 ð17) 

 

 

8 
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Shelter Home Facili ties  Age/Gender  Capacity  
Saga Adve ntures  

763 Hobart Place, NW 20001  

(202) 450 -7611 

Renard Johnson  

 

Females 

 

5 

Triangle  

3518 13th  Street, NW    20010  

(202) 328 -9664,  Fax (202) 328 -6175 

Nancy Lucas, Director  

 

Males 

(14-18) 

 

12 

 

 
Shelter Home (Short - term)  

Sasha Bruce House  

1022 Maryland Avenue, NE 20002  

(202) 546 -4900  

George Johnson, Director  

 

Co-ed 

Used primarily to house 

runaways, PINS  and an 

overnight shelter for 

arrested youth wh en 

parents are unable or  

unwilling to pick them up 

from YSC after being 

eligible for release.  

 
B.  Secure Detention  

 
DYRS Secure Detention Facilities  

Youth Services Center (YSC)  

1000 Mt. Olivet Road, NE  20002  

(202) 576 -5178 

Detained Girls  

Detained males  

Segregated unit Committed males  

New Beginnings Youth Development Center   

8400 River Road, Laurel, MD 20724  

(202) 299 -3200  

Committ ed males 

 

Group Home (Youth Awaiting Therapeutic Placemen t) (Staff Secure)  

Exodus House 

1860 Kendall Street, NE  20002  

(202) 654 -6493  

Maurice Shaw, Director  

Torraine Johnson, Counselor  

Committed m ales awaiting placement to: 

Therapeutic group home; foster care; 

residential placement  
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C.  Out - of - Home Community Placements  For Committed Youth :  

 

1.  Group Homes:  DYRS Committed Youth.  

 

Group Home Facilit ies  Age/Gender  Capacity  
Dupree House  

5619 Colorado Avenue, NW 20011  

(202) 726 -1303, Fax (202) 722 -0840  

J effrey Brooks, Director  

 

Males 

(15-21) 

 

8 

House of Seven Steps  

1728 P Street, NW  20036  

(202) 2 65-0945 ,  Fax (202) 265 -0947  

Rayford Wy der, Acting Director  

 

Males 

(14-21) 

 

15 

 

2. Therapeutic Group Homes : Youth Committed to DC.  

   (DYRS, CFSA, DCPS)  

 
Therapeutic Group Homes  Age/Gender  Capacity  
Alternative Solutions for Youth (ASY)  

1620 First Street, NE  20002  

(202) 584 -1244,   No Fax  

Stanley Covington, Director  

 

Males 

(13-18) 

 

 

7 

 

Alternative Solutions for Youth (ASY)  

922 Ridge Road, SE  20020  

(202) 584 -1244,   No Fax  

Stanley Covington, Director  

 

Males 

(13-17) 

 

 

6 

Alternative Solutions for Youth (ASY)  

2481 Alabama Avenue, SE  20020  

(202) 584 -1244,   No F ax 

Stanley Covington, Director  

 

Males 

(13-17) 

 

 

7 

Alternative Solutions for Youth (ASY)  

4211 7th  Street, NW  20011 

(202) 584 -1244 

Stanley Covington, Director  

 

Males 

(15-21) 

 

 

4 

Beyond Visions  

3113 Georgia Avenue, NW 20010  

(202) 722 -7090, Fax (202) 722 -7094  

Moses Oduyebo, Director  

 

Males 

(15-21) 

 

 

6 

Beyond Visions  

1528 Good Hope Road, SE  20020  

(202) 506 -4822 , Fax (same #, call first)  

Monica Saunders, Site Manager  

 

Males 

(15-21) 

 

6 
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Therapeutic Group Homes  Age/Gender  Capacity  
Comfort House  

1825 29 th  St, SE 20020  

(202) 581 -4300, Fax (202) 581 -3900  

Audrey Harris, Director  

 

Females 

(14 -20)  

 

5 

DC Cares Center  

4237 Alabama Avenue , SE 20019 

(202) 575 -4885, Fax (202) 575 -0330  

Dr. Polly Brown, Director  

 

Females 

(14 ð 19) 

 

6 

Extended Hous e 

1395 Florida Avenue, NE  20020  

(202) 396 -2272, Fax (202) 388 -1873 

Sally Elam, Director  

 

Males 

(13 -17) 

 

4 

Girls and Boys Town of Washington  

4801 Sargent Road, NE 20017  

(202) 832 -7343, Fax (202) 832 -9807  

Dwayne Strawder, Program Manager  

 

Males 

(13-17) 

 

8 

Koba Institute  

8737 Coleville Road, SS , MD 20910  

(301) 562 -9370, Fax (301) 562 -9377  

Sarah Royer, Admissions Coordinator  

 

Co-ed 

(12-21) 

 

 

9 

Saga Adventures  

1333 Bryant Street, NE 20018  

(202) 396 -2272, Fax (202) 388 -1873 

Gloria Turner, Site Manager  

 

Males 

(14-21) 

 

5 

Umbrella Therapeutic Services  

325 50 th  Street, SE 20019  

(202) 583 -0484,  Fax (202) 58 3-0482  

Tanya Varna, Site Manager  

 

Males 

(14-18) 

 

8 

Universal Daybreak  

1713 North Capitol Street, NE  20002  

(202) 832 -2019, Fax (202) 832 -3506  

Robin Alston, Director  

 

Males 

(14-21) 

 

6 

YaYahs, Inc  

7615 16th  St reet, NW 20012  

(202) 291 -5538, Fax (202) 291 -1076 

Jhea Thornason, Director  

 

Females 

(12-21) 

 

 

6 
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Residential Treatment Services  Population 
Metropolitan Educational Solutions  (METRO) 

513 Lamont Street, NW  200011  

(202) 904 -1809 

Valdez Mumford, Manager  

 
Males 

 

 
Reentry House      (Males returning from residential placement)  
Renaissance House 

1816 19th  Street, NW   20010  

(202) 462 -8982,  Fax (202) 462 -1472 

Nkege Watkins,  Site Manager  

 

Males 

 

5 

 

 

 

Sub- Acute Placement  (Youth pending further evaluation and assessment)  
The Pines Crawford  

825 Crawford Parkway  

Portsmouth, VA 23704  

(757) 391 -6675  

(877) 227 -7000  

Psychiatric Institute of Washington  (PIW) 

4228 Wisconsin Avenue, NW  

(202) 885 -5600,  1 800 369 -2273  

San Marcos Treatment Center  

120 Bert Brown Road  

San Marcos, Texas 78666  

(512) 396 -8500  

 

Exodus House  (DYRS) 

1860 Kendall Street, NE 20002  

(202) 654 -6493  

Pennsylvania Clinical Schools  

1822 West Strasburg Road, PA 19320  

(610) 486 -0778, (302) 595 -2558  

 

 

Keystone Newport News  

17579 War wick Blvd  

Newport News, VA 23603  

(757) 888 -0400, (757) 888 -0359  
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III.  Adjudication  

 

 
 

 

Family Group Conference     

 
                       

 

 

 

                                 Å   Involved (Guilty ) 
          ɸ Plea                    

     ɸ Judge Finding of Fact  

                                   Å   Not Involved  (Not Guilty)  

 

Family Group Conference  (FGC):  Youth is supervised by one judge/one probation 

officer throughout youthõs involvement in the juvenile court system. Within 15 days 

of the Initial Hearing, the youth, family, probation officer and others interested in 

the youthõs well-being will participate in a Family Group Conference (FGC), held at a 

convenient location. ( Not e: In -school meetings could raise  confidentiality concerns.)  

FGC will identify the youthõs needs and strengths and develop a realistic plan of 

action. The focus of the FGC should not be punishment -driven. The youth will be 

supervised in accordance with th e plan developed from the FGC.  Youth with a 

history of, or suspected drug use are tested for drug usage and referred as needed 

for drug education or treatment.    

 

A, Involved  (Guilty) :  Following a finding  of Involve d by the Court or the  

      Courtõs acceptance of a  plea (admitting involvement)  a disposition al hearing 

      will be scheduled.  Disposition is the term used in juvenile court for  

      Sentencing.   

Not Involved (Not Guilty) :  Finding by the Court that the youth was not  

involved in the co mplaint.  Youth is no longer subjected to orders by the  

Court in th e case.   

   

    B. Social Study : Following a finding  of Involve d (Guilty) by the Court or the  

           Courtõs acceptance of a plea the  Court will schedule a dispositional hearing.  

           Dispositional hearing shall be scheduled within 15 days in cases where t he 

           youth is detained or in a shelter home ; within 45 days if youth is in the  

 

Status  

Hearing  

 
ÅReview Release 

 Options  

 
Adjudicat ory  

Hearing  

 

Trial/or Plea  
(non- jury)  

3 
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community.  The dispositional hearing can be held immediately, if all parties agree. 

To assist the Court with identifying the needs of the youth the assigned probation 

officer  will  prepare a òSocial Studyó report.  The Social Study provides the Court 

with a social assessment of the youth and his/her family . 

 

 Youth Family Team Meeting  (YFTM):  Meeting  of youth, 

parent(s) or guardian(s), social workers, lawyers, and others 

interested in the youthõs well-being to identify the youthõs strengths, 

needs and appropriat e treatment resources.  YFTMõs are generally 

conducted where the youth is being held.   If the youth is in the 

community the YFTM is often held at the DYRS offices at 450 H 

Street, NW.     

 

 Pre- Commitment Notice  to DYRS:  When there is a òpossibilityó 

that the adjudicated youth will be committed, the PO must refer a 

Notice of Intent to Recommend Commitment to DYRS.  The Notice 

directs DYRS to: review the youthõs social, psychological, educational, 

delinquent factors; conduct a Str uctured Decision Making  6 (SDM) 

and CASII 7 assessment (to be completed prior to YFTM); coordinate 

a Youth Family Team Meeting (YFTM) (see YFTM below); and make a 

recommendation to the Court regarding appropriate services .    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         
6
 SDM: Instrument to measure youthôs level of risk to public safety and guide to supportive rehabilitative 

services.   
7
 CASII: Mental Health assessment helps identify acute mental health disorders.   

Standing Out  
By Dwayne  
 
Standing in front of the judge  
Looking and hoping that it be a time  
Holding my thoughts inside of me  
Believing that I would be released 
Reaching out to the judge the best way  I 
could 
Forgiving the judge for his thoughts  
Fighting to get released from jail  
Knowing that it wasnôt always like this 
Learning to stay out of the system  
Standing out in the community  
(homelessness) 
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IV. Disposition  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Consent Decree : Court -approved agreement between the juvenile and the 

Office of the Attorney General. Youth  agrees to a period of court 

supervision, without admitting guilt.  If the supervision is successfully 

completed  the case is closed without an  adjudication of delinquency.  

 48(b) Motion  (Superior Court Juvenile Rule 48(b) ): 

Motion requesting the Court to dismiss the petition and terminate the 

proceedings afte r finding by clear and convincing evidence that the youth is 

no longer in need of care or rehabilitation.   

 Probation :  Following a finding of Involve [ment]  (Guilty) or a plea (admitting 

involvement) the Court may order  a period of probation for up to one y ear. 

(Probation period can be extended  for an additional year, u pon request ).  
Probation is  community supervision managed by a probation officer who is 

employed by the Court Social Services (CSS) Divisio n of the DC Superior 

Court .   

Probation Supervision P lan: Developed from the F GC (see page 22), the RAI 

score (see page 15) and the Courtõs order.  CSS utilizes independent service 

providers to  deliver a  continuum of care  to youth and families.  Independent 

services are available in the areas of: f amily counseling; individual counseling; 

self -esteem monitoring ; therapeutic recreation; tutoring; parenting.   
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